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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 1, lines 22-23 read: "...which injects or not a current into each electrode 
column to turn on or not the column pixel." The examiner suggests: "...which injects or 
doesn't inject a current into each electrode column to turn on or to not turn on the 
column pixel." 

Page 6, line 18 reads: "Reading interface 22 is connected..." The examiner 
suggests: 'Writing interface 22 is connected..." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Aratani 
etal. (US 5,929,831). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Aratani et al. disclose: 

a method for displaying an image on an array screen by activation of screen 
pixels arranged in rows and columns (Column 4, lines 45-59), 

each pixel of a same row corresponding to a memory point of a same row of a 
memory (Column 5, lines 35-40), 

said memory point being set to an activation state when the corresponding pixel 
is to be activated (Column 5, lines 35-40), comprising the steps of: 

identifying, among sets of memory rows, the row sets for which at least one 
memory point of a row of the set is at the activation state (Figure 6, S1-1 and S1-2 and 
column 6, lines 27-37); 

determining a read clock signal based on the number of sets of identified rows 
and successively selecting at the frequency of said read clock signal the only lines 
corresponding to the rows of the sets of rows identified for the pixel activation (Column 
8, lines 8-23. The examiner interprets that in the case of the embodiment where lines 
are skipped, that the frequency calculated by the formula is the frequency of a read 
clock signal, which is shown in the formula to be based on the number of flags, i.e. 
identified rows, and that since the data is rewritten, at the frequency calculated, the 
examiner interprets that the scanning lines identified by the flags are the lines selected 
at the found frequency.). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Aratani et al. disclose the method of claim 1 . Aratani 
et al. also disclose wherein the first step comprises the steps of: 
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setting, for each row of the memory, a memory point of an auxiliary memory to 
the activation state if one or at least one memory point of the row is at the activation 
state (Figure 6, S1-2 and column 6, lines 27-33); 

determining the memory points of the auxiliary memory at the activation state 
(Figure 6, S1-5. The examiner interprets that checking to see if the flag is set would 
determine whether the memory is designated or not.); and 

identifying the row blocks corresponding to said memory points of the auxiliary 
memory in the activation state (Figure 7. Memory 27 is the auxiliary memory, which can 
be seen with *Ts" designating the scan lines of the memory points needed to be 
scanned and the corresponding rows are identified with cross-hatching as explained in 
column 7, lines 20-30.). 

Regarding claim 4, Aratani et al. disclose the method of claim 3. Aratani et al. 
also disclose the method further comprising the steps of: 

reading, for each selected row, the states of the memory points of the selected 
row and setting a memory point of the auxiliary memory to the deactivation state if all 
the memory points of the row are in the deactivation state (Column 7, lines 23-27. The 
examiner interprets that the flag in the memory not being set is the same as the memory 
being set to the deactivation state, and that the flag isn't set unless there is a memory 
point activated.). 
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Regarding claim 5, Aratani et al. disclose the method of claim 1. Aratani et al. 
also disclose wherein the frequency of the read clock signal multiplied by the total 
number of rows of the sets of identified rows is substantially constant (Column 8, lines 
8-20. 56 Hz is the frequency of the read clock and the number of flags id equal to the 
total number of rows of the sets of identified rows. When the formula is rearranged it 
equals: [56 Hz (frequency of the clock) x the number of flags = 20 Hz x the number of 
scanning lines], which is constant.). 

Regarding claim 6, Aratani et al. disclose the method of claim 1 . Aratani et al. 
also disclose wherein when a set of rows has contained at least one memory point in 
the activation state for the display of a determined image, the lines of the screen 
corresponding to said set of rows are selected, at least for the display of the next image, 
even if all the memory points of said set of rows are in the deactivation state (Column 6, 
lines 31-33. The examiner interprets that since any time the information is updated the 
flag is set, that when the row was in the activation state and then is set to the 
deactivation state, that this constitutes as updating the information and that the lines of 
the row would be selected even if all of the pixels were deactivated.). 

Regarding claim 7, Aratani et al. disclose: 

a device for displaying an image on an array screen by activation of screen pixels 
arranged in lines and columns (Column 4, lines 45-59), comprising: 
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a main memory (Figures 2 and 5, item 26 video memory), each pixel of a same 
screen line corresponding to a memory point of a same row of the main memory, said 
memory point being set to an activation state when the corresponding pixel is to be 
activated (Column 5, lines 35-40); 

an addressing means for successively providing row addresses of the main 
memory (Figure 3, address generation unit 44); 

a read means (Figures 3 and 4, selector 46), receiving said successive row 
addresses, and adapted to read, for each address, the states of the memory points of 
the corresponding row; 

a row driver for selecting screen lines based on the addresses (Figure 2, Driver 
IC 23); and 

a column driver for activating pixels of the selected lines (Figure 2, Driver IC 22), 
comprising 

a means for identifying, among sets of memory rows, sets of rows for which at 
least one memory point of a row in the set being in the activation state (Figure 3, 
partially rewriting area detection unit 33), a means for providing a read control signal 
transmitted to the addressing means (Figure 2, panel drive controller provides graphic 
and display controller, which contains the address generation unit (as shown in Figure 
3), with control signals Sync and Pst.), the frequency of which depends on the total 
number of rows of the identified row sets and wherein the addressing means is adapted 
to successively providing the row addresses of the identified row sets at the frequency 
of the read control signal (Column 8, lines 8-20.). 



Application/Control Number: 10/622,368 
Art Unit: 2674 



Page 7 



Regarding claim 8, Aratani et al. disclose the device of claim 7. Aratani et al. 
also disclose the device further comprising an auxiliary memory (Figures 2 and 5, 
memory for scanning area designation 27) connected to the identification means (Figure 

3. memory for scanning area designation 27 is connected to the partially rewriting area 
detection unit 33) and each memory point of which is associated with a row of the main 
memory (Figure 5, memory 27 can be seen to be associated with the rows of video 
memory 26) and is in the activation state if a memory point of the corresponding row is 
in the activation state (Figure 7, the memory flag can be seen to be set to "1" when the 
corresponding row is in the activation state shown by the cross-hatching.). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kanno et al. (US 5,726,679) discloses a display that supplies address data to 
only the scanning lines corresponding to change in display data. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen G. Sherman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2941. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571) 272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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